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[No. 8] 
SUBCOMMITTEE HEARING ON H. R. 1544 AND H. R. 3025 


House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SuBcoMMiTTRE No. 3 OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES; 

Washington, D. C., Thursday, February 7, 1957. 

The subcommittee met at 10 a.m., Hon. Richard’ E: Lankford, 
chairman, presiding. 

Mr. Lanxrorp. Gentlemen, we have three bills to consider this 
morning, all of them involve land. The first one on the agenda is 
H. R. 1544, which was introduced by our colleague, Mr. Lanham. 
It will authorize the conveyance of some property in Georgia to the 
trustees of Acworth Methodist Church. 

(The bill is as follows: ) 


[H. R, 1544, 85th Cong., Ist sess.] 


A BILL To provide for the conveyance of certain real property of the United States situated in 
Cobb County, Georgia, to the trustees of the Methodist Church, Acworth, Georgia. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress. assembled, That, the Secretary of the Army shall convey, 
to the Trustees of the Methodist Church, Acworth, Georgia, all right, title, 
and interest, of the United States in and to the real property located in Cobb 
County, Georgia, containing 7.423 acres, more or less, and more particularly 
described in section 2 of this Act, upon the payment by such trustees to such 
Secretary of an amount equal to the fair market value of such real property as 
determined by such Secretary. 

Sec. 2. The real property referred to in the first section of this Act is more 
particularly described as follows: 

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in land lot numbered 44 of the 
twentieth district and second section of Cobb County, Georgia, more particularly 
described as follows: 

Beginning at an iron stake corner located at the intersection of the westerly 
side of Collins Drive with the southeasterly side of State Highway Numbered 
92 and running thence south 00 degrees 52 minutes west along the west side of 
said Collins Drive a distance of 610.4 feet to an iron stake; thence south 69 
degrees 37 minutes west a distance of 9,990.0 feet to the east side of State Highway 
Numbered 92; thence in an easterly and northeasterly direction following the 
curvature of the right-of-way of said State Highway Numbered 92 a distance of 
1,381 .5 feet to the point of beginning: 


Mr. Lanham, do you have a statement that you would give? 

Mr. Lanuam. I have a very brief prepared statement, Mr. Chair- 
man. 

I appreciate the opportunity of appearing before your subcommittee 
in favor of H. R. 1544. Since a favorable report has been made by 
the Army engineers approving the sale of this property to the Aeworth, 
Ga., Methodist Church, I presume there is no objection to a favorable 
recommendation from the subcommittee. 

I will say that that report was made to a similar bill introduced last 
year, and we have clearance—budget clearance—this morning, saying 
that they don’t desire to send up another report on this bill, and the 
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Budget Bureau clears it. The land in question is of no possible use 
to the Army engineers, and the construction of a church at this loca- 
tion will greatly improve the beauty of the landscape and the approach 
to the Federal installations at and near Acworth, Ga., at which is 
located the Altoona Dam on the Attawa River. 

Let me emphasize that the land is not to be turned over to the church 
as a gift, but is to be sold at its fair appraised value under the regular 
procedures set up by the Army engineers and other Federal agencies 
for the disposal of real property. 

I appreciate, again, this opportunity of appearing before you and 
will appreciate your favorable consideration of the bill. 

Mr. Price. Thank you, Mr. Lanham. 

Any questions? 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Price. Thank you very much, Mr. Lanham. 

The next witness is Mr. Pearl, Office of the Chief of Engineers. 

Do you have a report from the Chief of Engineers on this proposed 
legislation, Mr. Pearl? 

Mr. Pearu. Yes; as Mr. Lanham indicated, the Department of the 
Army has reported on this bill with the concurrence of the Bureau of 
the Budget, indicating that the land involved is not acquired for 
project purposes at the Altoona Reservoir in Georgia, and that the 
use of the land as a church site would not interfere with the project in 
any way, and we have no objection to any disposal of this particular 
property that may be deemed appropriate by this committee. 

Mr. Price. Has the Department made any formal report on this 
particular bill? 

Mr. Puart. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Price. Do we have a copy of that? 

Mr. Keuiener. Yes, sir, no objection. 

Mr. Lanxrorp. What is the land being used for now? 

Mr. Pear. The land is part of some areas that have been made 
available to the State of Georgia under license for park and recreational 
use. 

Mr. Huss. I move the favorable report to the full committee. 

Mr. CunnineHam. Second the motion. 

Mr. Lanxrorp. It = — moved and seconded. Those in favor, 

“a those opposed, ‘ 

The’ bill is ordered separted favorably to the full committee. 

Mr. Kevtitener. We have one more Bill, H. R. 3025. 

This is Mr. Tiencken, Mr. Chairman, from the Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, of the Navy. 

Mr. Durnam. This is H, R. 3025 

Mr. Keuuener. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Duruam. Will you tell us something about this bill? 

Mr. Trencken. I have a prepared statement here for the record, 
Mr. Chairman. 

(The bill and statement, referred to above are as follows:) 
































[H. R. 3025, 
A BILL To authorize the Secretary of the Navy to surrender and convey to the city of New York certain 
rights of access in and to Marshall, John, and Little Streets adjacent to the New York Naval Shipyard, 
Brooklyn, New York, and for other purposes 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of the Navy is authorized to 
surrender and convey to the city of New York without cost to,said city, all right 
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of access in and to those portions of Marshall, Little, and John Streets contiguous 
to the plant of the Consolidated Edison Company on Hudson Street in the 
Borough of Brooklyn which the United States may have or possess by virtue of 
its ownership of land fronting on such street areas: Provided, That such convey- 
ance shall not be executed until Consolidated Edison Company has conveyed to 
the United States of America fee simple title to a triangular shaped parcel of 
land situated at the junction of Marshall and Little Streets, contiguous to the 
New York Naval Shipyard, Brooklyn, New York, and containing approximately 
five hundred ninety-eight square feet, and has removed and reconstructed that 
portion of the shipyard fence necessary to enclose said triangular parcel as an 
integral part of said shipyard and has also widened and otherwise improved the 
assageway between the west boundary fence of the shipyard and building 

umbered 18 within the yard, all in a manner satisfactory to the Secretary of the 
Navy and without cost or expense to the United States. The Secretary of the 
Navy is authorized to enter into preliminary contracts or agreements which may 
be necessary and appropriate to effectuate the purposes of this Act. 


STATEMENT OF WILFRED P. TIENCKEN 


Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, the purpose of this proposed 
legislation is to authorize the conveyance to the city of New York of the right of 
access to certain streets adjacent to the New York Naval Shipyard, Brookiyn, 
N. Y. In consideration for the conveyance the United States is to receive a 
parcel of land and improvements thereto in the immediate area which would be 
incorporated into an integral part of the shipyard. 

The Hudson Avenue generating plant of the Consolidated Edison Co. is located 
on the west side of the New York Naval Shipyard and is separated from the 
shipyard by Little Street. The plant is bounded on the north and south respec- 
tively by Marshall and John Streets, both of which streets run dead-end into the 
west wall of the shipyard. West Street runs parallel with. Little Street and is 
within the shipyard, forming a passageway between the west yard wall and 
building No. 18, At the present time, the passageway along the northern por- 
tion of building No. 18 is too narrow to permit automobiles or trucks to pass each 
other, resulting in a substantial handicap to the flow of traffic to and from the 
piers in the northwest section of the shipyard. 

The Consolidated Edison Co. desires to expand its plant site by the acquisition 
of those portions of Marshall, Little, and John Streets which are contiguous to 
the site. Accordingly, it has reached an agreement with the city of New York 
whereby, subject to agreement by the United States, the city will, for a monetary 
consideration, release to the company the city’s present rights in these street 
areas and further will acquire fee title to these areas and convey the same to the 
company. 

An agreement has also been reached between the Consolidated, Edison Co. 
and district naval authorities whereby it is contemplated that.if the United States 
will release to the city of New York its right of access to and from the street areas 
involved, the company will (1) convey to the United States fee simple title to a 
triangular shaped parcel of land containing approximately 598 square feet, at the 
junction of Marshall and Little Streets; (2) remove and reconstruct at its own 
expense that portion of the shipyard fence necessary to incorporate the parcel as 
an integral part of the shipyard area; and (3) at its own expense cause the neces- 
sary construction to be es which is required for widening and grading the 
existing passageway along the northern portion of building No. 18. 

The gate which must necessarily be closed if the above agreements are carried 
out will in no wise affect the operation of the yard. It was constructed primarily 
for the convenience of the employees living in the area during the peak of activity 
during World War II and is no longer used. The improvement in traffic conditions 
within the shipyard, which would result_in the widening of West Street, which 
will be performed by Consolidated Edison at a cost of approximately 526,000, 
will considerably outweigh any possible disadvantage which might result from 
the waiver of the rights of the shipyard’s rights of access at the location. No 
monetary consideration can be assigned to the Government’s right of access but 
the estimated value of the land to be transferred to the Government is $2,400. 

For any member of the committee who may care to examine it, a map showing 
the exact location and areas affected will be made available. 


Mr. Trencxen. Mr. Chairman, briefly, this involves authority to 
release the Navy’s rights in three streets in the city of New York, 
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adjacent to the Brooklyn Naval Shipyard. The Consolidated Edison 
Co. owns the property.on one block and is purchasing the second block, 
and desires the use of the streets in connection with an expansion of 
their plant facility. 

The Navy at the present time has a gate, which has been closed sincé 
the war, coming out of this street, or the street entering into the 
navy yard. That gate has been closed. The streets are fairly close 
to building lines, and we have imternal streets which are narrower, 
and confine and restrict. the internal traffic of the yard. 

It is proposed that, in the closing of these streets, Consolidated 
Edison will convey to the Navy some 598 square feet of space which 
will permit widening of the internal yard roads, and that the Consoli- 
dated Edison Co. will construct the retaining walls, the pavements, 
and so forth, that are necessary to give us better internal access, and 
for which we will give up the rights in the street, which abut Navy 
property. 

Mr. Duruam. Will it cost you any money? 

Mr. Trencken. It will not cost the Navy any money. It will cost 
Consolidated Edison some $26,000 to provide us the retaining walls, 
street pavements, relocation of the fence, et cetera. 

Mr. Hess. The Navy figures it is a good deal for the Navy? 

Mr. Trencxen. It will give us better internal use of the yard and 
we are not using the gate anyhow. 

Mr. Duruam. Any further questions? 

(No response. ) 

Mr. Duruam. Thank you. 

Mr. Pricer. I move the bill be reported favorably to the full com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Lanxrorp. Second the motion. 

Mr. Duruam. It has been moved and seconded that the bill be 
reported to the full committee favorably. Without objection, the bill 
is réported. 

at else do you have? 

Mr. Ke.iener. That is all, Mr. Chairman, I didn’t realize we 
would move so fast. 

Mr. Dunnam. Have you taken action on the Lanham bill? 

Mr. Ke._iever. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Dursam. Thank you very much. I think we should postpone 
the action on this other bill at the present time. It looks like to me it 
has broad implications and I don’t see how we can act on a bill like 
that at the present time. 

Is that iat youl have? 

Mr. Keviener. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Duruam. All right. 

(Whereupon, at 11:02 a. m., the subcommittee adjourned, to recon- 
vene at the call of the Chair.) 
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